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space, to triumph over the pains of living and the hard hearts
of men ; and the royal master poured out his skill in som6
long and elaborate cadenza, and the adagio came, the marvel-
lous adagio, and the conqueror of Rossbach drew tears from
the author of Candida. But a moment later it was supper-
time ; and the night ended in the oval dining-room, amid
laughter and champagne, the ejaculations of La Mettrie,
the epigrams of Maupertuis, the sarcasms of Frederick, and
the devastating coruscations of Voltaire.

Yet, in spite of all the jests and roses, everyone could hear
the rumbling of the volcano under the ground. Everyone
could hear, but nobody would listen ; the little flames leapt
up through the surface, but still the gay life went on ; and
then the irruption came. Voltaire's enemy had written a
book. In the intervals of his more serious labours, the
President had put together a series of * Letters,' in which a
number of miscellaneous scientific subjects were treated in a
mildly speculative and popular style. The volume was
rather dull, and very unimportant; but it happened to appear
at this particular moment, and Voltaire pounced upon it with '
the swift swoop of a hawk on a mouse. The famous Diatribe
du Docteur Akakia is still fresh with a fiendish gaiety after a
hundred and fifty years ; but to realise to the full the skill
and malice which went to the making of it, one must at least
have glanced at the flat insipid production which called it
forth, and noted with what a diabolical art the latent absurdi-
ties in poor Maupertuis' reveries have been detected, dragged
forth into the light of day, and nailed to the pillory of an
immortal ridicule. The Diatribe,, however, is not all mere
laughter ; there is a real criticism in it, too. For instance, it
was not simply a farcical exaggeration to say that Maupertuis
had set out to prove the existence of God by * A plus B
divided by Z * ; in substance, the charge was both important
and well founded. 6 Lorsque la metaphysique entre dans
la geometric,' Voltaire wrote in a private letter some months
afterwards, * c'est Arimane qui entre dans le royaume
d*Oromasde, et qui y apporte des tenebres ' ; and Maupertuis.